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In re Barich, et al. 

U.S. Patent Application No. 09/725,656 

In the Claims 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1, (Currently amended) A method for repairing railcars, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a railcar maintenance facility wherein the maintenance facility 
comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 

providing a railcar requiring maintenance service from both a Sist 
maintenance station and a second maintenance station: 

providing a first communication means associated with a first maintenance 
station for communicating whether the first maintenance station is available to receive the 
railcar; 

providing a second cnTnTnunic ation means associated with the second 
maintenance station for communicating whether the second maintenance station is 
available to receive the railcar 

wherein said railcar is held in a first queue area if the first communication 
means indicates that the first maintenance station is unavailable to receive the railcar even 
if the second maintenance station is available to receive the railcar and fiirther wherein the 
railcar is transferred into the maintenance facilitv if the first communicatio n meana 
indicates that the first railcar maintenancg station is available to receive the railcar evmif 
the second communication means indicates that the second maintenance station is 
iinavflilflhle to receive the railcar wherein tonsferring the railcar comprises t he steps of: 
moving the railcar to the transfer area; 



2 

deceived from < > at 10/21103 12:37:14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



10/21/03 TOE 11:32 FAI 




MWE CHICAGO 




@006 



In re Barich, et al, 

U,S. Patent Application No. 09/725,656 



transferring the railcar to ot leoot ono of the firgt maintenance stationo 



station via the transfer area; 



working on the railcar within the at locot on e firgt niaintenance station; 



h^Tii{ift=!rring the railcar to the, second m amtenayi ce station for servicing at 



the second maintenance station: and 



moving the railcar out of the maintenance facility|-efid 



holding th e roiloor within a quouo oioa wh e n th e at l e oat on e moint e nane e 



st ation is not ava t l g b te. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of; 
inspecting the railcar for maintenance needs prior to moving the railcar to 

the transfer ar^ 

3 . (Previously cancelled). 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 fiirdier comprising the^step of; 
providing a plurality of repair stations within the maintenance facility; and 
transferring the railcar to one of the repair stations. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
providing an inbound railway and an outbound railway; 

moving the railcars into and out of the maintenance facility via the inbound 
and outbound railways, respectively, 

6. (Original) the method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
removing a paint coating from an interior of the railcar within one of the 

maintenance stations. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
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removing a paint coating from an exterior of the rallcar within one of the 
maintenance stations. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
administering a lining to an interior of the railcar within a first maintenance 

station; and 

curing the lining within a second maintenance station. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
administering a coating of paint to an exterior of the railcar within a first 

maintenance station; and 

curing the coating of paint within a second maintenance statioiL 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
disassembling the railcar to repair the railcar within a first maintenance 

station; and 

reassembling the railcar after the railcar is repaired within a second 
maintenance station. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 6 farther comprising the step of: 
removing the paint coating by blasting the interior of the railcar with a 

scouring material. 

1 2. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the material is selected from the 
group consisting of metal grit, metal pellets^ sand and water. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of; 
cleaning the railcar within one of the maintenance stations. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
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providing a transfer table for transferring the railcai through the 
maintenance &ciUt}r, and 

transferring the railcar between maintenance stations. 
IS. (Previously amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps 

of: 



maintenance needs. 

1 6. (Previously amended) The method of claim 1 comprising the steps of: 
providing a plurality of transfer tables within the transfer area; and 
transferring a plurality of railcars through the facility Ma the plurality of 

transfer tables. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 



providing an inbound railway; 



providing an iruspection area copjiected to the inb^ 



inspecting the railcar to determine maintenance needs of the railcar, and 



routing the railcar through the maintenance facility based on the 



providing an interior blast station for scouring an interior of the railcar, 



providing a lining queue area connected to the transfer area; and 



transferring the railcar to the lining queue area if the interior blast station is 



unavailable to receive the railcar. 



18. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps o£ 



providing a paint station connected to the transfer area; 



providing a cure queue area comiected to the transfer area; and 
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transferring the railcar to the cure queue area if the paint station is 



unavailable to receive the railcar. 

19. (Previously amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps 

of: 

providing a communication means at each maintenance station for 
coinihunicating whether the maintenance station is available to receive the railcar, 

communicating to an operator via the communication means, the 
availability of the maintenance stations; and 

transferring the railcar to a maintenance station that is available based on 
the communication of the maintenance stations to the operator* 

20. (Previously amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps 



the railcar. 

21. (Currently amended) A method for repairing railcars, the method comprising the 
steps of; 

providing a railcar maintenance facility wherein the maintenance facility 
comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 



of: 



inspecting the railcar for maintenance needs; and 



administering a designation to the railcar based on the maintenance needs of 



providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 



moving the railcar to the transfer area; 



transferring the railcar to at least one of the maintenance stations; 



working on the railcar within the maintenance stations; 
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administer iTi g a lininp to an interior of the railcar within a first maintenance 



curing the lining with a second maintenance station; and 

moving the railcar out of the maintenance fu^ilityt 

a ckniniatoring a lining to on interior of tho roiloor within a first mointonanoo 



ptQtionD; and 

curing th e lining - with a sooond maintononoQ station . 
22, (Previously amended) A method for repairing railcars, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a railcar maintenance fecihty wherein the maintenance facility 
comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 



providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 
moving the railcar to the transfer area; 

transferring the railcar to at least one of the maintenance stations; 

working on the railcar within the maintenance stations; 

providing_an interior blast station for scouring an interijor of the railcan 

providing a linins queue area connected to the transfer area: 

transferring the railcar to the lining queue area if the interior blast station is 



station: 



unavailable to receive the railcar. and 



moving the railcar out of the maintenance facility? 



providing on interior blast station for scouring on in t erior of tho roiloor; 



providing a lining qu e u e ar e a conn e ct e d to th e- tromfor oroo; and 



Received from < > at 10/21103 12:37:14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



10/21/03 TUE 11:33 FAX 




MWE CHICAGO 




Soil 



( ■■ 

In re Barich, et al. 

U.S. Patent Application No. 09/725,656 



transf B iring th e roiloor to th e lining qu e u e ar e a if th e int e rior - btost s tatioa - i s 



unavailabl e to r e c e iv e th e railcar . 

23, (Cancelled). 

24, (Cancelled). 

25, (Curreritly amended) A method for repairing railcars, the method 
comprising the steps of: 



station is not available: 

moving the railcar to the transfer area; 

transferring the railcar to at least one of the maintenance stations; 
working on the railcar within the at least one maintenance station; 
administering a lining to an interior of the railcar within a first maintenance 

station; 

curing the lining within a second maintenance station; and 

moving the railcar out of the maintenance facilit^^rand 

holding the lailoor within a quouo area wh e n tho at loaot ono mointenono e 

station is not availabl e. 

26. (Currently amended) A method for repairing railcars, the method 

comprising the steps of: 



providing a railcar maintenance facihty wherein the maintenance facility 



comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 



providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 



holding the railcar within a queue area when the at least one maintenance 
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providing a railcar maintenance facility wherein the maintenance facility 



providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 

holding the railcar within a queue area wfaeaithe at least one maintenance 



moving the railcar to the transfer area; 

transferring the railcar to at least one of the maintenance stations; 
working on the railcar within the at least one.maintenance station; 
providing an interior blast station for scouring an interior of the railcar, 
providing a lining queue area connected to the transfer area; 
transferring the railcar to the lining queue area if the interior blast station is 



moving the railcar out of the maintenance facilityraad ' 

holding th e railcar - ^ithin a qu e u e ar e a whon tho at l e oflt one maintenan ce 



station is not availabl e. 

27. (Cancelled), 

28. (Cancelled). 

29. (Re-presented - fonnerly dependent claim 8) A method for repairing 
railcars» the method con^rising the steps of: 



comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 



station is not available: 



unavailable to receive the railcar; tmd 



providing a railcar maintenance facility wherein the maintenance facility 



comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 



providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 
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providing a communication means associated with a maintenance station for 
communicating whether the maintenance station is available to receive the railcar, 

holding the railcar within a queue area when the at least one maintenance 
station is not available; 

moving the railcar to the transfer area; 

transferring the railcar to at least one of the maintenance stations; 
working on the railcar within the at least one maintenance station; 
administering a lining to an interior of the railcar within a first maintenance 

station; 

curing the lining within a second maintenance station; and 

moving the railcar out of the maintenance facility. 
30. (Re-presented - formerly dependent claim 17) A method for repairing 
railcars, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a railcar maintenance facility wherein the maintenance fecility 
comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 

providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 

providing a communication means associated with a maintenance station for 
communicating whether the maintenance station is available to receive the railcar, 

holding the railcar within a queue area when the at least one maintenance 
station is not available; 

moving the railcar to the transfer area; 

transferring the railcar to at least one of the maintenance stations; 
working on the railcar within the at least one mLaintaiance station; 
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providing an interior blast station for scouring an interior of the railcar; 

providing a lining queue area connected to the transfer area; 

transferring the railcar to the lining queue area if the interior blast station is 
unavailable to receive the railcar; and 

moving the railcar out of the maintenance facility. 
31. (Re-presented - formerly dependent claim 18) A method for repairing 
railcars, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a railcar maintenance facility wherein the maintenance facility 
comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 

providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 

providing a communication means associated with a maintenaace station for 
communicating whether the maintenance station is available to receive the railcar; 

holding the railcar within a queue area when the at least one maintenance 
station is not available; 

moving the railcar to the transfer area; 

transferriiig the railcar to at least one of the maintenance stations; 
working on the railcar within the at least one maintenance station; 
providing a paint station connected to the transfer area; 
providing a cure queue area connected to the transfer area; 
transferring the railcar to the cure queue area if the paint station is 
unavailable to receive the railcar; and 

moving the railcar out of the maintenance facility. 
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